The Real Jesus Christ
The Claims of Jesus
Jesus claimed to be the Son of God. The New Testament uses this phrase 45
times to describe Jesus. Jesus himself stated that he was the Son of God:• I said, I am the Son of God. (John 10:36)
• Again the high priest questioned him and said: “Are you the Christ, the son of
the Blessed? Jesus said, “I am; and you will see the Son of Man sitting at the
right hand of power and coming in the clouds of heaven” (Mark 14:61,62)
• For he said: “I am the Son of God.” (Matthew 27:43)

Suppose the claims are false
There is another choice.
Either Jesus knew they were false
or
he did not know they were false

Jesus Claimed to be

The Son of God
Either these claims are true
or they are false

Suppose the claims are true
We have only one choice

Jesus is Lord
Suppose That

Suppose That

Jesus knew
Jesus did not know
the claims were false
the claims were false
In this case, Jesus was telling a
deliberate false hood.

In this case, Jesus was
Deluded.

He would have been a liar.

He would have been a lunatic.

Jesus was therefore immoral, and was a
blasphemer against God. He was also a
fool, because his claims led to his death.
There is no doubt that Jesus was an
honest man. It is clear that he is of the
highest moral character. He is the person
by whom all other characters can be
judged. He taught mainly by example.

Jesus was deluded into thinking that he
was the Son of God when he was only a
Galilean peasant. This would be insanity
of a high level; Jesus would have been
mentally ill.
One has only to read Jesus' teaching to
realise that he is probably the sanest
person who ever lived.

Jesus was no Liar
This case fails

Jesus was no Lunatic
This case fails

Jesus is not God

The Return of Jesus

A common misconception about Jesus,
taught by many churches, is that Jesus is
God. In fact the Bible does not say this
and there are many scriptural reasons for
believing that Jesus is not God.
• Jesus never claimed to be God
• No-one has ever seen God, but many
people saw Jesus (1 John 4:12;
1 Timothy 6:16)
• Jesus did not know everything (Mark
13:32)
• Jesus was tempted (Hebrews 4:15)
• God is greater than Jesus (John 14:28)
• Jesus died - God cannot die
• Jesus himself had a God. He prayed to
his God (Matthew 27:46). He spoke of
his God (Revelation 3:12) and the New
Testament consistently refers to the
God of Jesus (eg. Ephesians 1:3,17)
The claim that Jesus is God is, in the end,
destructive of Jesus' real purpose. Jesus
overcame sin. God has no need to do this.

After Jesus was raised from the dead he
was taken up into heaven, where he now
is. However, there are many recorded
occasions on which he promised to return.
The theme of the return of Jesus appears
throughout the Bible. Well over 300 verses
of the New Testament contain clear
references to this event. When Jesus
returns, he is to come in power. He will
not be born as a child, but will return in
power as king. He will rule the world,
bring peace, prosperity and justice, and
even raise the dead.
The return of Jesus is to take place at
the end of human history. No-one knows
when this will be. It may be centuries from
hence, but it might be very soon. Jesus
gave a list of events that is to occur shortly
before he returns. Many of these have
happened within the last century and the
stage seems set for the last battle that
happens at Jesus' return.

We can only believe his words and accept
his message. If Jesus really is the Son of
God we must follow him.
This means that we need to find out
about his teaching, accept it and use it to
guide our lives. In fact it is to our benefit
to do this.

The Trilemma
Given the absolute nature of the
claims that Jesus made for himself,
there are only two alternatives, the
claims are either true or false. If they
are false, then Jesus either knew they
were false or he did not. This leads
only three possible alternatives; Either
Jesus was lying, or he was mad, or he
is Lord. The first two of these are
clearly absurd. Therefore we must
conclude that Jesus' claims are true
and his message comes from God.

Jesus the Son of God
Jesus claimed to be the Son of God and
that claim is repeated for him by the
Apostles.
The meaning of the term “Son of God”
is explained in Luke 1:35. Jesus is
described as the Son of God because he
has no human father. He was brought into
existence when the Holy Spirit acted on
Mary, his mother, who was at that time a
virgin. Jesus is also described as the Son
of God in Psalm 2:7 where he is described
as the ruler of the earth on God's behalf.
Most importantly, the Son of God is
able to show us what God is like. Jesus is
described as “The Image of the invisible
God” (Colossians 2:15) and the “exact
image of God” (Hebrews 1:3). This makes
him the closest representation of God that
can be seen. We need to follow him well.

